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They announce a signal victory, achieved by Sir Robert Sale and his admirable garrison.1
The circumstances attending his glorious success, and the consequences likely to result from it, are amongst the most important of this hurtful war.
They are described in Sir Robert Sale's Report, as published in the Bombay Gazette, a copy of which is most humbly submitted to your Majesty.
The despatches further bring the gratifying intelligence that General Pollock had forced the Khyber Pass, and, defeating the enemy on every point, had surmounted the chief obstacles of that dangerous defile.2
. The relief of the brave men under Sir Robert Sale, to which their own gallantry and their late victory have so mainly contributed, may now be regarded as certain from the success of General Pollock's advance.
It is with regret that Lord Fitzgerald has to add that the citadel of Ghuznee has surrendered on the faith of a capitulation, perhaps already violated, and that General England, who had marched with a convoy of treasure, and other supplies for the Army at Candahar, had been forced to retrace his steps and had arrived at Quetta.
At the same time, however, General N"ott had dispersed considerable assemblages of rebel tribes, whom he had defeated with loss, while an attack made during his absence on the city of Candahar had been effectually repulsed by that portion of his force which had been left for its defence.
The Governor-General having proceeded in person to the North-Western Provinces of Bengal, had issued at Benares General Orders congratulating the Army on the return of victory to its ranks, and on the fresh lustre thus added to your Majesty's Arms.
FlTZGEBALD AND   VESOI.
1  Sir B. Sale, who with his column had thrown himself into Jellalabad on 13tU November 1841, and had heard  Brydon's  narrative;  made  a sortie on 7th April, and secured a great victory over Akbar Khan, whose force outnumbered Sale's by five to one.
2  General Pollock, whom Auckland had selected for the command, and who found everything in confusion on the frontier, swept the Khyber Pass of the enemy, and joined Sale. The insurrection had spread to Oandahar, where General (afterwards Sir William) Nott was in command with a force of 10,000 men.   He heard of Macnaghten's murder on Slat January, and, like Sale, refused to follow the order received (under coercion, as he believed) from Elphinstone to return to India.   On the contrary, lie ordered all Afghans to leave Oandahar, marched out himself and attacked and dispersed the enemy, 12,000 strong ; while a flank movement made by the enemy on the city was repulsed with great losa.   General (afterwards Sir Richard) England started from Quetta with reinforcements, but met with a reverse at Haikalzai; meanwhile also Oolonel Palmer had had to make terms at Ghuznee, and had to encounter treachery.   Nott, who was badly in want of money and ammunition for the troops, sent imperative orders to General England to reinforce him, which he did early in May.